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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


ITH THE FOURTH NUMBER of the News LetrTkeR, the plastic 
Witirecon has taken pity on our appearance and we now take on 
a new form. It is hoped that the operation has been a success, in 
fact, that you won’t even recognize this issue. Two improvements 
have been sought, in typographical appearance (printing to replace 
mimeographing) and in the presentation of subject matter. The 
former News Letrer has now become THE ARMY MEDICAL 
Liprary News.* 


This change, hoped for ever since the mimeograph stencil failed 

‘, on the first issue and covered us with ink, has been made possible 
through the generous interest which the Association of Honorary 

' Consultants has taken in the Library’s activities. A number of 

' suggestions and comments were received on former issues. It is 
hoped that this number will elicit still more. 


SECOND ANNUAL MEETING OF THE HONORARY 
CONSULTANTS 


The Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medi- 
cal Library held its second annual meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, at 
the Allen Memorial Medical Library, the home of the Cleveland 
Branch of the Army Medical Library, 5 and 6 October 1945. Mem- 
bers were welcomed by Dr. John F. Fulton, President of the Asso- 
ciation; Dr. Winfred G. Leutner, President of Western Reserve 
University, and by Dr. Howard Dittrick, donor and Curator of the 
Dittrick Medical Museum. Responses were made by Major General 
George F. Lull, Deputy Surgeon General, U. S$. Army, Colonel Har- 
old W. Jones, and Colonel Leon L. Gardner, the newly appointed 
Director of the Army Medical Library. 


*Note to all library acquisition and catalog divisions—Forgive us for this 
change. Editor. 
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The Association elected the following officers: Dr. John F. 
Fulton, President; Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, Vice-President; Colonel 
Harold W. Jones, Secretary-Treasurer. Major General George F. 
Lull was elected to fill a vacancy on the Executive Committee. Ac- 
tion taken by Congress on the appropriation for the new Library 
building site was discussed, and the Association members expressed 
great satisfaction with the work being done on the preservation and 
restoration of rare books at the Binding Studio of the Branch Li- 
brary. Mr. Wyllis E. Wright, The Librarian, showed slides of the 
many improvements which are planned in allocating space in the 
proposed Library building. The members were much interested in 
hearing from Brigadier General Hugh Morgan on Medical Book 
Selection in the Army; Dr. Pierce Butler on Rare Books and Librar- 
ianship; and Mr. Thomas J. Holmes on The History of the Rare 
Book Binding Program. 


NEW AML CLASSIFICATIONS 


It is expected that the Classification Committee which recently 
met in Washington will release the classification schedules prepared 
by Miss Mary Louise Marshall; and the comprehensive index, now 
being compiled by Miss Janet Doe, in time to have them duplicated 
and ready for use about the first of January. The Classification 
Committee does not expect to make its new schemes generally avail- 
able until after they have been given the test of service in the Army 
Medical Library, for approximately a year. 


When the Committee was first appointed, it was expected that 
it would revise the Library of Congress ““R” schedule for medicine. 
After preliminary investigation showed this revision would be inade- 
quate for the Army Medical Library collections, a more extensive 
revision of the medical classification was decided upon. The result 
is a special classification which is designed to bring together under 
each region and organ of the body all material relating to it (such 
as its anatomy, physiology, pathology, and therapy). 


This new classification is developed under the letter “W” and 
the Library of Congress “R” schedule remains unchanged. Besides 
the ““W” scheme for medicine, certain related sciences are included 
in the Library of Congress classification—QM, QO, and QR. For 
these, the Army Medical Library will use new schedules, Gitan- 
omy) to QZ (Pathology). 
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F, A beginning has been made on the compilation of the AML 
nel subject authority fle and it is expected that the subject list will be 
F, ready for use by the time the classification schedules are available. 
Ac- 
ar 
ed AML TO RECEIVE PSYCHIATRIC RECORDING LIBRARY 
ind Most interesting among new Library acquisitions will be the 
Li- Psychiatric Recording Library of Major Albert A. Rosner, AAF 
the Regional: Hospital, Greensborough, N. C. The Library has already 
the obtained the special playback recorder required for these records, 
| in and Major Rosner is now assembling his collection to be turned over 
0k to the Library by 1 January 1946. 
ar- 
are The recordings are of spontaneous group discussions among 


psychiatric patients. Psychiatrists have been particularly interested 
in these records as it is felt that this development, as it becomes more 
widely understood, will be a standby of the psychiatric specialty, 
particularly in teaching. A series of records on “The Technique of 


tly Group Psychotherapy,” to assist in the training of psychiatrists and 





am? their assistants, has already been received. 

ow 

= ART AND MEDICINE 

ail- Realizing the contribution which the graphic arts have made to 

my the historical and clinical study of medicine, the Library is endeav- 
oring to develop the picture collection which was begun many years 

: ago. Largely through gifts, but partially through purchase, an ac- 

at cumulation has been made of anatomical drawings, pictures of medi- 

o cal institutions, instruments, and apparatus, posters publicizing 

nail public health drives, and maps for the use of sanitary engineers. 

ive 

ult Society’s attitude toward the practitioner is reflected in the 

der etchings, engravings, and lithographs by some of the world’s most 

ich famous caricaturists. The Library owns original examples of the 
work of Rowlandson, Cruikshank, Hogarth, and Daumier. 

nd When all the pictorial material of our most recent war has 

a been gathered, it will serve as a valuable record of the problems 

led which confronted contemporary surgeons and physicians. 

For The Library’s portrait collection includes some 10,000 photo- 

at- graphs and prints. In it are represented the most famous medical 
men of all ages and all countries. sculapius appears, as well as 
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Osler. The Library is anxious to continue to build its collection of 
portraits of persons prominent in the field of medicine and surgery. 
Individuals are being requested to send photographs to the Library. 
The collection of photographs of the Library’s Honorary Consul- 
tants is not complete. If you are a member and have not already 
provided a photograph we will appreciate receiving one. It should 
be 8x10 inches in size, autographed, marked on the back with your 
name, address, and the approximate date on which it was taken, and 
sent to: The Director, Army Medical Library, 7th Street and Inde- 
pendence Avenue, S. W., Washington 25, D. C. 


Any other medical material you may wish to contribute to our 
picture, map or poster files will be gratefully received. 


NEW SWISS MEDICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Volume I, 1943, of The Bibliographia Medica Helvetica (Basel, 
Schwabe, 1944) has just been received by the Library. It has con- 
siderable interest for American medical libraries. The Académie 
Suisse des Sciences Médicales and the Bibliothéque Nationale Suisse 
have collaborated in analyzing and listing according to a classified 
arrangement all Swiss medical publications for 1943. 


The editors note that national contributions naturally are not 
identifiable as such in the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus and 
therefore offer this new and attractive publication. 


NEUROPSYCHIATRICS 


The condition of neuropsychiatric treatment in Philadelphia 
may be deduced from a broadside, “State of The Accounts of The 
Pennsylvania Hospital . . . for the year ending 4th month, 23d, 
1808” just acquired by the Army Medical Library. Of 125 lunatics 
admitted, 26 were cured, 14 relieved, 2 pronounced incurable, 9 
cared for by friends (as distinct from Friends), 3 eloped, 1 died, 1 
was removed by habeas corpus, and 59 remained.* Since the hospi- 
tal purchased 240 gallons of spirits and brandy, 25 barrels of beer, 
and 84 dozen bottles of porter during the same period, we may as- 
sume that the 59 had a very good time. 


¢ 


* By these figures 10 seem to have unaccountably vanished. Editor. 











